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Obituaries

CATHERINE A.
ARCHULETA
Catherine Ann Padilla
Archuleta, beloved wife,
mother, daughter, aunt and
friend, passed away on
Thursday, Feb. 16, 2017,
surrounded by her loved
ones in her TorC home. She
was 61.
Cathie “Cat” was born on
Sept. 29, 1955, in Trinidad,
Colo., the daughter of the
late Joe Padilla and Jennie
Montoya of Truth or Consequences. She grew up in
Whittier, Calif., later on
traveling to her hometown
frequently to visit with extended family during summers and holidays.
She grew up as an “onlychild”, cute, precocious and
sassy, a friendly soul with a
quick return of service for
one and all. As a youngster
she studied dancing, including ballet, and modeling. On the West Coast she
sang and danced on the theatrical stage and never forgot the thrill of live performance.
Her star-studded collection of snapshots includ-
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ed pictures of her and Kris
Kristofferson, Ali MacGraw and Ernest Borgnine during the 1977 filming of “Convoy” outside of
Albuquerque and a savethe-whale effort with Sally
Kellerman who played Major Margaret J “Hot Lips”
Houlihan on the TV series
M*A*S*H.
Later in New Mexico,
working as a credential
second-unit photographer
with her Herald newspaper husband, she captured
memorable photos of a Ted
Nugent concert at El Paso’s
Biggs Air Field and Tiger
basketball legend Royce
Olney’s games in the iconic “Pit’s” rollicking floor in
the Duke City.
Cathie was a multi-talented individual with a wide
range of interests, including gardening, landscaping, cooking, interior painting, crafts, photography, art
collecting and journal writing.
She loved to travel, introducing her husband to
the likes of San Diego, Los
Angeles and San Francisco, and of course the much
celebrated Trinidad and its
nearby burg, Starkville,
where her father resided in
retirement.
The family enjoyed trips
to Ruidoso, Rio Rancho
and other northern and
southern New Mexico destinations, White Sands National Monument and air
shows at Holloman Air
Force Base.
Cathie had a special passion for 50s rock-and-roll,
soulful music of the 60s
and 70s, progressive and
counterculture rock, and
classic movies.
Her favorite holiday of the
year was Christmas, during
which she would spend
a month decorating the
house with collected and
handmade ornaments.
Cathie worked in a
wide range of professions, including medical
receptionist/bookkeeper,
janitorial service contractor, certified nursing assistant, photo-printing technician and manufacturing
jobs in Los Angeles (forklift operator) and Albuquerque (Levi Strauss).
Most of all, Cathie had a
big heart. She was a loving and patient person like
no other.
Cathie’s “main guy” was
her little Shih Tzu poodle
“(Tuff) (Tuffy) (Tuffers),”
one of three pups whom
she rescued from Sierra County Animal Shelter
and who filled the household with much cuteness
and love.
She loved to sing and
dance, ride out to Elephant
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Butte Lake or Engle in her
T-top Chevy Camaro, and
enjoy life to the fullest. She
especially excelled at playing the part of easygoing
extrovert opposite Mr. Introvert.
Cathie was preceded in
death by her father Joe Padilla and stepfather Perfecto Montoya.
She is survived by her
husband of 31 years Tony
Archuleta of the family
home; mother Jennie Montoya of TorC, sons Joseph
Padilla of Las Cruces, Stephen Archuleta (Stephanie) Matthew Montoya, sister
of Santa Fe and Daniel Ar- in-law Jami Mitchell, his
chuleta (Aaron) of TorC; daughter Mackenzie Ray
step-sister Merlinda Arthur Mitchell, (10); aunts and
(Randy), stepbrothers Mi- uncles Mike, Kathy Wood,
chael Montoya and Man- Chuck, Ronal Mitchell and
uel Montoya, all of Albu- cousins Josh Cowan, John,
querque;
mother-in-law James, Jacob, Zach MitchSusan Archuleta of TorC; ell and many special lifefather-in-law Gene Archu- time friends.
leta of TorC; brothers-in- He is preceded in death
law Jeff Archuleta (Mon- by his Grandmother Alice
ica) of TorC and Michael C. Mitchell and GrandfaArchuleta of TorC, sis- ther James W. Mitchell and
ter-in-law Christina Bartel many other beloved family
(Jeremy) of Denver, Colo.; members and friends.
ex-sister-in-law
Chantal
Orosco (Matt) of Monti- Carolyn Tucker Pickler
May 19, 1952 –
cello; nieces and nephews
Jan. 24, 2017
Jade Archuleta of Georgia, Claire Archuleta of Carolyn Tucker Pickler
Monticello, Christian Ar- passed away Jan. 24, 2017
chuleta of TorC, and from at the age of 64 following
Denver, Madeleine Bar- a lengthy illness.
tel, Brandt Bartel, Caroline She is survived by her
Bartel and Vivienne Bartel; husband Raymond Pickand special family friends ler; sister, Peggy (Wayne)
Harold Lee (Gabby) of El Fisher; sister-in-law Joan
Paso, Texas, Esther Lujan Estes; nephews Herschel
of El Paso, and Michael (Terri) Fisher, Joseph Es“Mikey” Roth of TorC.
tes, David Morisch; NiecA celebration of Cathie’s es Brenda Branch, Connie
wonderful life took place Geary, Sonya Estes, Melon Saturday, Feb. 18, 2017,
ody (Charles) Tims. She
at the family home in TorC
with friends, family, neigh- is also survived and loved
bors and Tony’s Herald by many great nieces and
family/co-workers
shar- nephews.
ing precious memories of She was preceded in
Cathie’s far-reaching arc death by her mother, Zora
of beauty, poise, humor and Tucker and father, Waltake-no-prisoners style of ter Thomas Tucker; her
brother Joe Estes and sisdebating.
Arrangements, including ter Glenda Morisch.
interment of cremains, are Carolyn was a devotcourtesy of Kirikos Funer- ed Christian and foral Home, Inc. of Truth or mer member of Charlotte
Consequences.
Road Baptist Church in
The family of Cathie ex- Nashville, TN.
tends a heartfelt thank-you Carolyn worked many
to all for their amazing years in Nashville and
condolences and expres- surrounding areas as an xsions of support, as well as ray, mammo and cat-scan
the staff at Ambercare hos- tech. She was Director of
pice for their excellent care Radiology Department at
and service.
Sierra Vista Hospital in
We love you, Cathie, and
TorC, NM shortly before
your husband especially
misses his L.A. Woman be- her death. She loved her
work and helping others.
yond measure.
One of Cathie and Tony’s After several years of
favorite bands is Los Lobos traveling with her work
of, where else, East L.A., and visiting cities all
who sang: “Everything will around the country with
be fine/And I’ll send for her husband and dogs, she
you baby/Just a matter of settled in New Mexico, a
time.” Until then, we carry place she dearly loved.
on with your loving mem- She was very determined
ory in our hearts and your and self-sufficient until
classy, gracious nature as her health forced her to
our style-guide.
slow down.
***
A memorial service will
be
held in TorC at First
JONAH RAY
Baptist
Church Saturday,
MITCHELL
March
4,
10 to 12 noon
In Loving Memory of Jonah Ray Mitchell born in and in Nashville, TN at
Las Cruces, NM, on June the C.R.B.C. on March 4
at 2 p.m.
13, 1984.
He passed away in Tuc- Friends and family are
son, AZ, Monday, Feb. 6, invited to attend the serat the age of 32, after an vice.
illness.
“Let not your heart be
Jonah was a beloved son, troubled, ye believe in
brother, father, nephew and God, believe also in me.
friend.
In my Father’s House are
He is survived by his many mansions. If it were
mother Linda K. Mitchell. not so, I would have told
He is also survived by his you.
brothers Joe W. Mitchell, I go to prepare a place
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1601 E. 6th - 894-0507
Missouri Synod
1220 Marshall, TorC
1st & 3rd Tuesday
11:00 a.m.
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for you, and if I go and
prepare a place for you,
I will come again and receive you unto myself;
that where I am there ye
may be also.
And whither I go ye
know, and the way ye
know. John 14:1-4.

VERLIN D. PRINCE
Verlin D. Prince, beloved father, granddad,
and PaPa passed away on
Friday, Feb. 10, 2017, after a brief battle with cancer, surrounded by his loving family.
He will be laid to rest at
the National Cemetery for
veterans in Santa Fe, NM.
Verlin was preceded in
death by his parents Maynard and Vera Prince, his
sisters Genevieve Allman
and Monnarie Cowdry,
his brothers Murray Dean
Prince, Dwight Prince,
Alcid Prince, and James
Prince. He is survived by
his devoted companion of
eight years, Helen “Pinky”
Langham; his daughter
Peggy Risner (Bob); sons
David Prince (Karen) and
Russell Prince (Heather);
seven grandchildren Michelle Abernathy (Brett),
Tammy Risner, Aubrey
Koch, Taren Prince, Zachery Prince, Alyssa Prince,
and Cormick Prince; his
siblings Virginia Jo Oliver, Patsy Holley, and
Morris Prince; and numerous nieces, nephews, and
friends. Verlin was born
in Patterson, Arkansas on
Oct. 20, 1933, to Maynard
and Vera Prince. He served
his country in the United
States Navy from July 16,
1955 until his honorable
discharge from the Naval Reserves on June 30,
1960. Verlin served on a
ship in the Philippines during the Korean War where
he kept the engine room
running
“ship-shape!”
He was also noted as the
ship’s “boxing champ.”
Verlin was a man of many
talents. Over his career,
he was a plumber, minister, carpenter, contractor,
and an engineer. During
downtime and after retirement, he enjoyed lending a
helping hand to his family,
friends, and often strangers. He was also an artist (oils), furniture maker (southwestern), poet,
and an inventor. Whenever you visited, you would
often see a new windmill,
a new wind chime, a Koi
pond, and numerous objects created from wood
by his own hands. Verlin
spent many years at Elephant Butte Lake with
his beloved brother Jimmy, family, and friends.
He enjoyed dancing in
his younger days, teasing
all those who he loved,
and sitting on his porch
swing watching the wildlife on the hill behind his
house. An open-house will
be held at his home to celebrate his life on Sunday,
February 26, 2017 from 1
p.m. – 5 p.m. Come share
your stories, tall-tales, and
laughter with his family. The address is 207 Fir
Street, TorC, NM. 87901.
***
HAZEL CATHRYN
WILLIAMS
Hazel Cathryn Williams,
74, of Caballo, died Monday, Feb. 13, 2017. She
was born March 19, 1942
in El Paso, Texas to Fred
and Beth Creley.
She was preceded in death
by her husband of 59 years,
Harold Williams.
Cathy is survived by her
brother, Neil Creley and
wife, Patricia, of Caballo. Also surviving are her
daughters - Carrie Har-

rington and husband, Greg,
of Elephant Butte, Becky
Williams of Caballo, and
Lori Campbell and husband, Trey, of Caballo;
her sons - Bruce Williams
and wife, Sonya, of Caballo and Scott Williams and
wife, Shawnee.
Cathy has 17 grandchildren - Cy McCravey,
Chad McCravey, Whitney
Spitzer, Michelle Spitzer,
Shawna Shannon, Dustin
Smith, JC Campbell, Kayan Reno, Taylor White,
Bruce Williams II, Scott
Williams Jr., Marissa Williams, Kyle Blacklock,
Justin Blacklock, Darleen
Blacklock, David Gurule,
and Audriana Renfro. She
also has 16 great-grandchildren with one on the
way: Payton, Parker, and
Paxton McCravey, Kylie McCravey, Caleb and
Mathew Garcia, Devon
Spitzer, Tanner Shannon,
Haley Griffith, Prestynn
and Ahldyn Smith, Avrick
and Jayden Reno, Leonardo and Lyla Blacklock, and
Eli Apodaca.
Cathy grew up in Las Cruces, NM where she met her
husband, Harold Williams.
They moved to Anchorage, Alaska in 1965, but
would spend many winters in Caballo. She loved
to knit and enjoyed reading. She would keep everyone informed about her
family with long, loving
hand written letters. She
was a great cook and had
no problem getting everyone together for family
dinners. Cathy was a dedicated housewife and loving mother.
The family wishes to extend their gratitude to Claudia Regalado, her husband,
Miguel, and her children
- Miguel Jr., Samuel, Andres, and Analia. Your help
and love for our parents is
immeasurable.
Visitation was from 9 to
11 a.m. on Saturday, Feb.
18 at the Kirikos Family
Funeral Home Chapel followed by a graveside service at 1 p.m. at the Caballo
Cemetery in Caballo, NM.
Serving as Casket Bearers were Bruce Williams,
Scott Williams, Neil Creley, Cy McCravey, Chad
McCravey, Dustin Smith,
Trey Campbell and Terry
Nichols.
Arrangements were by
Kirikos Family Funeral Home, Inc., 303 N. Cedar St., TorC, NM 87901,
575/894-2574. For online
memorial messages please
visit www.kirikosfamilyfu
neralhome.com.
***

KAREN JUNE
YARBROUGH
Karen June Yarbrough,
73, a resident of Sierra
County for 18 years, died
on Friday, Feb. 17, 2017, at
Del Sol Medical Center in
El Paso, Texas.
She was born on June 14,
1943 in The Dalles, Oregon
to Roy Arthur and Mary
See OBITS on Page 8
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SIERRA COUNTY TREASURES

John Bokich
Black-tailed Rattlesnake
Possibly the second most
common rattlesnake in Sierra County, behind the
Diamond-backed rattlesnake, the Black-tailed
rattlesnake ranges in habitats from desert scrub to
the lower reaches of the
pine forests of the Black
Range. They can be up
to 4 feet long, and tend
to have a chunky body
with an overall color or
gray, brown or yellowbrown, with large jagged looking blotches on
their back, and a distinctive solid black tail preceding their rattles. Like
all rattlesnakes, they have
a triangular shaped head,
with the rear of the head
the wide part of the trian-

gle, housing the large venom glands, a blunt snout,
and a mouth that can open
wide to inflict a ‘bite’, and
to swallow prey larger in
diameter than their own
body.
When a rattlesnake
‘bites’, it is generally in
a fully or partially coiled
position, and opens its
mouth almost completely flat in front, and extend
its 2 hollow, hypodermic like fangs and strikes
with lightning speed towards its prey or foe. It
‘stabs’ the intended target,
and adults may or may not
inject venom into the victim. It is believed that
many defensive ‘strikes’,
are ‘dry bites’, that is they
inject little or no venom,
they are just try to drive
their antagonist away.

Venom is a precious resource to them in killing
prey to eat, and they don’t
always inject into none
food items as venom must
be produced by the snake,
and it may take some time
between an injection until they have enough venom rebuilt in their venom
glands for hunting or defense, so they are thought
to conserve it. Also, the
fangs have replacement
fangs in their mouth.
While the fangs used to
kill or defend them are
hard and retractable, if
one if broken or lost, a replacement fang, which are
soft and located right behind the hard fangs, will
come forward and harden
into a working fang.
When hunting or coming upon a prey item,

WILLIAMSBURG OPEN 6 A.M. – 11:45 PM
Shell Gasoline
Bank of the Southwest ATM
MEXICAN GRILL 894.0000
EAST 3RD STREET � OPEN 6 AM � MIDNIGHT
Shell Gasoline
MEXICAN GRILL EXPRESS 894.0378

FAST STOP - 1910 N. Date
Bank of the Southwest ATM & Depository
OPEN 6:00 AM – 11:00 PM • 894.1047

Buy any 12 Pk. Beer

FREE

Get
5 lb. Bag Ice
Buy Any 18 Pk. Beer

FREE

Get

PEPSI, DIET PEPSI,
CHERRY PEPSI

$449

FREE 8 lb. Bag Ice

12 Pack

Call In Orders Mexican Grill

KEYSTONE LIGHT

$1999
30 Pack Cans

894–0000

NATURAL LIGHT

BUSCH, BUSCH LIGHT, NATURAL ICE

$1999
30 Pack Cans

Open 6:00 am to 1:30 pm
Monday – Saturday

Phone: 894-0000

New Country Steak Burrito Enchilada Bowls

$499

County Steak,
Eggs,
Hash Browns,
Green Chiles, Cheese

each

Red or Green
Every Store
Every Friday

and once the rattlesnake
has struck its prey, it may
hold tight to the prey until
it succumbs to the venom,
or it may patiently wait or
follow the prey until they
can catch and consume it.
Like all rattlesnakes, they
are pit-vipers. They have
pits in their face below
their eyes which sense infrared heat, useful in hunting warm-blooded prey
such as rodents and birds.
While they seem adapted
to hunt these prey, they
will also eat lizards, and
other reptiles or amphibians. Once the rattlesnake
injects the venom into its
prey, the venom not only

kills them, but starts the
process of digesting the
prey from the inside out.
The rattlesnake will work
the prey into its mouth
with a back and forth motion, being able to completely dislocate their
jaws to allow them to
swallow larger prey such
as a cottontail rabbit or
large pack rat. They swallow their prey whole, having no chewing capability.
Their teeth point backward, and they will work
the prey down into their
stomach, and then find a
place to hide and slowly digest the prey, sometime taking several days

to complete.
It seems to me that the
Black-tailed rattlesnakes
tend to be less aggressive than their cousins
the Diamond-backed. I
give them full respect as
I do all rattlesnakes, but
they generally don’t seem
to get as agitated when
you come upon them as
the Diamond-backed and
some other rattlesnakes
do. They also seem to
be thicker in the body
and somewhat more sluggish. Like all rattlesnakes,
the Black-tailed bear live
young and have up to 16
at one time.
***

SCSO Reports Efforts in Williamsburg

FAST STOP � 507 BROADWAY
Gasoline
OPEN 6 AM – 11 PM 894.6990

Get
5 lb. Bag Ice
Buy Any 30 Pk. Beer

Black-tailed Rattlesnake

$599
each

By Betsy Phillips
HERALD Reporter
Sierra County Sheriff
Glenn Hamilton and Undersheriff David Elston
were on hand at the Village of Williamsburg regular meeting to report on
the Sheriff’s Office’s efforts in the village.
Elston gave a presentation highlighting some of
the 17 warrants executed since 2015, “To make
you aware of some of the
activity in Williamsburg,”
adding most of the cases
were drug related.
The report included the
following incidents:
• 214 Doris Ave. -- the
Immediate
Response
Team executed a warrant
on suspected methamphetamine trafficking that
netted 1 1⁄2 pounds of meth
and assault weapons. This
case went to the Drug Enforcement
Administration.
• 602 Broadway – the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms approached The Sheriff’s
Office with information
on explosives at this address. Forty pounds of
dynamite and an IED
(Improvised
Explosive
Device) were seized and
disposed of, along with
blasting caps and wiring.
• 100 Rio Grande – After a weeks-long investigation, the IRT executed
a warrant and seized over
an ounce of meth and four
firearms.
“Thank you for keeping
our village safe,” Mayor
Deb Stubblefield said after the presentation.
TorC Volunteer Fire Department Chief Paul Tool-

ey gave an update on the
department, which is celebrating its 93rd anniversary.
TorC Fire responded to
142 calls last year, six of
them in Williamsburg.
Tooley explained the
challenges fire department
around the state face since
the state took all $88 million from the State Fire
Marshal’s Fund to help
offset the deficit in state’s
budget.
As a result, Tooley said
many small departments
may have trouble covering their district’s needs

in the coming year.
The chief said TorC Fire
should be able to get by
until funds are generated again.
Mayor
Stubblefield
read the letter of resignation sent by Trustee Ron
Hoskins; simply saying it
was time for him to go.
The trustees voted to accept Hoskins resignation,
with only Trustee Wanpen
Root voting no.
The trustees also discussed finishing a garage
at 611 Del Rio for use as a
file storage facility.
***

New MRGEDA Board Convenes and
Looks for its First Executive Director
The Middle Rio Grande
Economic Development
Association (MRGEDA)
elected its first Board of
Directors at the Annual
Meeting on Jan. 12.
The 14-member board,
which includes business
leaders, a newspaper publisher, two county managers and other volunteer
members from the region, will address some
of the economic challenges facing Sierra, Socorro, Catron and Valencia counties. The board
will work to enhance the
economic opportunities
in: Agriculture; Renewable Resources and Forest
Products; Technology and
Workforce Development;
Health Care and Social
Services; and Arts, Recreation and Visitor Industries.
With generous financial assistance from New
Mexico Gas Company,

MRGEDA hopes to soon
be hiring its first Executive Director whose responsibilities will include
leading the association
in its efforts to create, attract, retain, and expand
economic-based
businesses in the area. Parties interested in the position are encouraged to
apply by submitting their
resume and letter of interest to: MRGEDA, PO
Box 743 Socorro, NM
87801. For more information about MRGEDA,
please go to their website,
www.mrgeda.com.
***

OBITS

Continued from Page 7
(Bartholdi) Anderson.
Karen enjoyed reading
and playing Bingo.
Survivors include her children – Jeanne Evatt & husband, Peter, Shelley Lindsay & husband, Todd, and
Bryan Leibowitz; grandchildren – Tawney Sippy
and husband, Lance, Wyatt Lindsay and Jeremy
Schmitt; great-grandchild,
Luke Sippy; siblings – Barbara Johnson and husband,
Raymond, Wanda Burnell
and husband, Oral, Virginia Miller and Donald Anderson and wife, Marilyn.
She was preceded in death
by her parents, Roy Arthur
and Mary Anderson; brother, LeRoy Anderson; and
sister, Helen Stout.
Cremation will take place
and a Memorial Celebration Service will be held
at the Caballo Church on
Thursday, March 2, at 11
a.m. with her son-in-law,
Todd Lindsay, officiating.
Arrangements are by
Kirikos Family Funeral
Home, Inc. & Sierra Crematory, LLC, 303 N. Cedar St., ToC., NM 87901,
575/894-2574. For online
memorial messages please
visit www.kirikosfamilyfu
neralhome.com.
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