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CONTESTANTS IN THE 2018 • 27TH ANNUAL ELEPHANT BUTTE CHILI CHALLENGE COOK OFF

SIERRA HEALTH CARE CENTER
CHILI COOKOFF WINNER - Sierra Healthcare won 1st place in Showmanship for
People’s Choice and for Judge’s Choice, 1st place in Chili Dessert for People’s Choice
and for Judge’s Choice and 1st place in Green Chili for People’s Choice and Judge’s
Choice.

By Samantha Gonzalez

In Another Life

“Faye, if you had a
chance to love me again
… would you?” Andrew
spoke clearly, and Faye
looked up from where
she sat before answering swiftly. “No.” Andrew looked taken aback,
almost wounded as he
asked, “why not?”
“Because, in the end, one
of us is bound to die.”
“What makes you say
that?”
“I look at you, and I see
everything we’ve been
through, and I realize …
we can’t make it work.
Even if we wanted to, or
even if we tried. I won’t
go through everything
again just to have you let
me down. Besides, one of
us always dies, we were
cursed this way, and this
is how it will stay,” I say
softly, eyes staring at the
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was won by current Judge
Alan J. Brown, who gaveled down 862 votes in
contrast to Republican
challenger Denise M.
Addie, a write-in candidate who obtained 163
votes. With no challenger from the Democrats,
Judge Brown is free to
focus on the cases before
him instead of a political
campaign for November’s
election.
For the Seventh Judicial District Court Judge
- Division 3 position, the
Republican
incumbent
judge, Shannon L. Murdock, will face challenging Democratic candidate Roscoe Woods in the
General Election in November.
Republican
candidate
Thomas G. Pestak is unchallenged in his bid for
Probate Judge. Pestak,
previously a longtime Sierra County Magistrate
Judge, is presently filling the position of probate
judge, as it was left vacant
in the wake of a criminal
investigation into offenses allegedly committed by
previous Probate Judge
Pamela Smith.
Las Palomas resident
Sandy Jones won Sierra County’s Democratic
votes in his bid for another term on the New Mexico Public Regulation
Commission (NMPRC)
with 433 votes, however,
voters in the Primary ultimately gambled on Stephen Fischmann of Las
Cruces, a former New
Mexico Senator some say
doesn’t meet the qualifications to be a Commissioner, and who took 384

floor rather than meetting
his gaze. I don’t want him
to see the tears welling up,
ready to spill over. I don’t
want to make him hurt or
let him know that he hurt
me.
“How did I let you
down?”
“Andrew, do you not see
where I am right now?
I’m here because you
snitched on me! You told
them everything and they
put me here for it!” I snap
bitterly at him through the
silver bars of the cell, his
words make anger course
through me. How could
he not know what he did
wrong?
“You knew what you
were doing was wrong!”
“No, I know right from
wrong. Do you think of
me so stupid to get tangled up in something like
that? I am not a crimivotes in Sierra County’s
Primary. A judge in Las
Cruces earlier this year allowed Fischmann’s campaign to continue. All
told, Fischmann gathered
13,309 votes (52.37%) to
Jones’ 12,196 (47.63%)
throughout the NMPRC’s
District 5, which includes
Sierra County.
Three candidates took
part in the Republican
race for the NMPRC’s
District 5 seat, with previous NMPRC Commissioner Ben L. Hall ultimately taking 5,509 votes
(36.04%) – higher than
the other two candidates,
Chris P. Mathys (5,485,
35.89%) and Joseph
Aaron Bizzell (4,290,
28.07%).
The winners of the remaining Primary Election
races are:
• Democrat Governor
candidate Michelle Lujan Grisham, 116,589
(66.38%)
• Republican Governor
candidate Steve Pearce
was unopposed, and gathered 75,033 votes.
• Libertarian Governor
candidate Bob Walsh was
a write-in and was unopposed, gathering 148
votes.
• Democrat Lt. Gov. candidate Howie C. Morales,
75,732 (47.11%)
• Republican Lt. Gov.
candidate Michelle Garcia Holmes was unopposed, and gathered
67,563 votes.
• Libertarian Lt. Gov.
candidate Robin L. Dunn
was a write-in and was
unopposed, gathering 146
votes.
• Democrat Secretary
of State candidate Maggie Toulouse Oliver was

nal!”
“If you weren’t a criminal you wouldn’t be here”
he scoffs and shakes his
head at me. “What makes
you so different from every other prisoner here,
Faye? Honestly.”
“I did nothing wrong!”
I almost shout. I shake
my hands to show him
the chains on my wrists.
“You did this Andrew,
not me. You. It’s my nature to be this way, the
curse takes over and I’m
not me anymore, but right
now I’m fine. But you’ve
been going around telling everyone I’m turning bad again.” For a long
time, the only sound in
the room is the scurrying
of rats across the concrete
floor. They scatter into the
cracks in walls, tucking
themselves away in the
plaster so the cat won’t
see them as he walks
along, brushing up against
the bars of my cell.
“What do you want me to
do? Honestly you’ve been
here two years already,
what difference does another make? Would you
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unopposed and gathered
148,325 votes.
• Republican Secretary of
State candidate Johanna
Cox was unopposed and
gathered 66,925 votes.
• Libertarian Secretary of
State candidate Sandra D.
Jeff was unopposed and
gathered 617 votes.
• Democrat State Auditor
candidate Brian S. Colon,
100,812 votes (62.55%).
• Republican State Auditor candidate Wayne A.
Johnson was unopposed
and gathered 68,147
votes.
• Democrat State Treasurer candidate Tim Eichenberg was unopposed and
gathered 141,023 votes.
• Republican State Treasurer candidate Arthur L.
Castillo was unopposed
and gathered 65,707
votes.
•
Incumbent Attorney General Hector Balderas, a Democrat, was
unopposed and gathered
150,301 votes.
• Republican Attorney
General candidate Michael Eugene Hendricks
was unopposed and gathered 66,478 votes.
• Libertarian Attorney
General candidate A. Blair
Dunn was unopposed and
gathered 620 votes.
• Democrat Commissioner of Public Lands
candidate Stephanie Garcia Richard, 65,490 votes
(39.47%).
• Republican Commissioner of Public Lands
candidate Patrick H. Lyons was unopposed and
gathered 67,412 votes.
• Libertarian Commissioner of Public Lands
candidate Michael G. Lucero was unopposed and
gathered 621 votes.
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